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Chairman King Hieple called the meeting to order at 8:35 Am.  Members present were Woody Anderson, John Bratty, Debbi Perry, Jimmy Reay, Louise Terry and Ron Wilson.  Jim Carver and Sid Miller were absent due to medical reasons; Sid Miller provided written input on all of the agenda items to King Hieple prior to the meeting.  Also present were Carl Hensch, Jeff Wiedenfeld, Bill Batty, Jim Gast, Jack Tans and Wayne Black.
Motion by Ron Wilson, 2nd by Debbi Perry, to approve the minutes from the January 21, 2006 Rules Committee meeting.  Motion passed all in favor.

Item 1.
Bird in the dirt before out of bounds – No action necessary.  The referee is the SOLE judge of decision of fact, which includes whether or not a target is irregular.  

Item 2.
Announcing the option shot – Everyone agreed that the field referee should announce the option shot.  We will include it in the Referee’s Handbook.

Item 3.
Orange targets in shoot-offs – When we made the change to II-A-3, II-B-9-k was overlooked. Correct II-B-9-k to read:

Where shoot-offs are held under lights, all orange targets will be used unless otherwise published in the shoot program.  [Housekeeping]

Item 4.
Eligibility for the Junior World – Revise the definition of collegiate shooters (II-C-4-g) by inserting after the first sentence:

This category may include a shooter 18 years old or older, who is still in high school, for a maximum of one year.

Motion by Trish Magyar, 2nd by Ron Wilson, to ballot the above change to II-C-4-g.  Motion passed all in favor.  Note: If approved, this change will be effective April 1, 2007.

Item 5.
Minimums for extra targets – Since 50 bird events are allowed, it makes sense to permit additional targets in 50 bird increments.  Motion by Debbi Perry, 2nd by Woody Anderson, to ballot allowing extra targets in 50 bird increments for 50 target events, and revise the definition for targets only.  The affected rules are as follows (deletions are struck out, additions italicized):

V-A-9. Event – Change the second sentence to read, “This could be 50, 100 or more targets as scheduled by the club except in the case of monthly targets, or targets only which must be shot in 100 bird increments (see Rule V-B-1-f & g).

V-B-1-f. Targets Only are: 1) Additional Targets shot in increments of 100 targets, or 50 targets for 50 target programs, on the day of a registered shoot, or targets shot above the number scheduled for the event, and for which no winner us declared and no tangible prizes awarded.  

Add to the end of V-B-1-f You may not shoot 100 additional targets during a 50 target event, nor may you shoot 50 additional targets during a 100 target event.

Motion passed all in favor.  

Item 6.
Minimums for Junior shooters – It was felt that Junior shooters are able to attain 500 Doubles targets, since there is no school June through August.  No action taken.

Item 7.
Minimums for Super Veterans – The All-American Selection Committee recommended lowering the minimum target requirements for Super Veteran eligibility to 500 total targets.  Motion by 
Debbi Perry, 2nd by Woody Anderson, to ballot changing the minimum target requirements for All-American eligibility for Super Veterans to 300 targets in each gauge and Doubles, effective with the 2007 shooting year.  Motion passed.

NOTE: Although the committee passed this motion in this form, the Executive Committee, following the recommendation of the All-American Committee, has changed the ballot to follow to make eligibility for Super Veteran to be 500 targets total in all gauges combined.

Item 8.
Can target fragments ever be interference – As it stands now, it is permissible for the referee to call interference if the shooter does not fire.  The referee is the SOLE judge of decision of fact, which includes whether or not interference has occurred.  No action taken.

Item 9.
Authority for “flankers” in shoot-offs – Shoot management can conduct shoot-offs using flankers if they choose, so long as it is published in the program or posted at registration.  The consensus is, if shoot management uses flankers, they serve in an advisory capacity to the referee, who retains sole judgment of decision of fact.

Item 10.
Referees smoking while pulling – We will add to the Referees Handbook, as a common courtesy, it is recommended that referees not smoke during the course of a shooting round.

Item 11.
Rookie eligibility – Motion by Debbi Perry, 2nd by Ron Wilson, to ballot adding to the end of II-I-7: A shooter is only eligible to compete for Rookie honors for one shooting year in their lifetime.  Motion passed all in favor.

Item 12.
Ammunition challenges – The current system works; clubs/shoot management are not well enough equipped to conduct random testing of shot shell loads, and requiring them to do so would create a substantial burden for a problem that is felt to not be prevalent.

Item 13.
Other clay target shooter classification – Last year’s Rules change only addressed “new shooters” and not a shooter with an established NSSA classification.  

	
	New to NSSA
	Current NSSA Member

	Other clay target organization (non-skeet – i.e., ATA, NSCA, etc.)
	
	

	· Classified
	No more than one class lower than assigned class
	Current NSSA Class

	· Non-Classified 
(i.e., smaller gauges)
	New Shooter Classification
	New Shooter Classification

	
	
	

	Other skeet shooting organization (i.e., BSSA, CPSA, etc.)
	
	

	· Classified
	Other skeet organization assigned class or higher
	Other skeet organization assigned class or higher

	· Non-Classified
(i.e., smaller gauges)
	New Shooter Classification
	New Shooter Classification


Renumber V-A-12 & 13 to V-A-13 & 14; move and revise V-A-10-f and add as new V-A-12:

Classification of Shooters from Other Clay Target Organizations

a. Participants who have shot in another clay target organization must provide their shooting average and classification for all gauges from the previous three (3) years for all organizations, along with titles won, upon registration at an NSSA shoot.

b. A first time NSSA member who has been classified by another non-skeet clay target organization (e.g., NSCA, ATA, NRA) in Class A or above, is required to declare no more than one class lower than their highest class held within the last three (3) years.  Such a shooter may not reclassify downward, only upward, until the end of the current shooting year.  Such a first time NSSA shooter classified by another non-skeet clay target organization below Class A, or not classified in a particular gauge, shall follow the regular NSSA classification procedure for a NEW SHOOTER.

c. A current or first time NSSA member who has been classified by another skeet clay target organization (e.g., BSSA, CPSA) in Class A or above, is required to shoot in their highest class assigned within the last three (3) years by that organization, or NSSA (for current NSSA members), whichever is higher.  Such a shooter may not reclassify downward, only upward, until the end of the current shooting year.  Such a shooter classified by another skeet clay target organization below Class A, or not classified in a particular gauge, shall follow the regular NSSA classification procedure for a NEW SHOOTER.

Motion by Jimmy Reay, 2nd by Debbi Perry, to ballot adding “Classification of Shooters from Other Clay Target Organizations” as new V-A-12, and renumber the current V-A-12 & 13 to V-A-13 & 14.  Motion passed all in favor.  In addition, we will add to the World Shoot program under “Classification”:

Participants who have shot in other clay target associations must provide their shooting average and classification for all gauges from the previous three (3) years for all organizations, along with titles won, upon registration at the World Shoot.  Such shooters will be subject to classification review at that time.  

Item 14.
Classification tables revisions – Motion by Jimmy Reay, 2nd by Debbi Perry, to ballot revising the classification tables effective with the 2008 shooting year as follows:

	
	
	Current
	Proposed

	20 Gauge
	AAA

AA
	98.00 and over

97.00 to 97.99
	98.25 and over

97.00 to 98.24

	28 Gauge
	AAA

AA
	97.50 and over

96.50 to 97.49
	98.00 and over

96.50 to 97.99

	.410 Bore
	AAA

AA

A
	96.00 and over

94.70 to 95.99

91.00 to 94.69
	96.50 and over

94.50 to 96.49

91.00 to 94.49


Motion passed all in favor.  Note: Each gauge will be balloted separately.  Any individual classification table changes approved will automatically result in revising the HOA and HAA classification tables, since they are calculated from the gauge tables.

The Committee discussed reinstituting the ability to move in and out of AAA during the shooting year, as was done under the previous classification system, but felt that revising the classification tables to make it more difficult to get into AAA was the more appropriate solution.

Item 15.
Monthly Targets – After extensive discussion, the Committee concluded the merits of monthly targets out weigh the short-comings.  No action taken.

Item 16.
Definitions for teams – For clarification of eligibility for team entries, “re-entry” means the same individual entering on multiple teams in the same event.  The definition of “Family” will be referred to the World Shoot Committee, since it is not part of the Rules Books and only pertains to the World Shoot.

The Committee agreed with the Executive Committee’s proposal to only print the Rules Book every three years, with addendum pages for changes each year.  The revision date will be clearly marked (top and bottom margins) on the addendum.

There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Ron Wilson, 2nd by Jimmy Reay, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed all in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 PM.  The Rules & Classification Committee was in session from 8:35 AM until 3:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

King Heiple

Chairman, Rules & Classification Committee


